[Endovascular interventions of the descending thoracic aorta].
Endovascular interventions of the descending thoracic aorta have been established as an alternative to conventional open surgery. Initially, they were limited to elective patients with a high risk profile for open surgery, but soon their use was extended to emergencies as well. In the elective setting, endovascular interventions significantly lowered short-term morbidity and mortality. These excellent perioperative results were reproducible in the emergency setting, thereby leading to superior outcomes for patients treated by endovascular stent grafts when compared to the conventional open surgical approach. However, some questions regarding long-term durability of these devices remain unanswered. Stent-graft failures at mid and long-term follow-up have been reported in the literature. The progressive nature of stent graft-related mid- and long-term complications stresses the need for continued surveillance of these patients.